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Every four years the United States holds a national election for the office of President of the United States.  A wide range of media cover the campaigns of major party candidates, but the nature and quality of that coverage are often superficial at best.  This seminar will take a more in-depth, academic approach to presidential campaign politics by using rhetorical theory as a framework for analysis.  The course will begin with a quick review of ancient and modern rhetorical theory to provide a set of principles for analyzing the campaign rhetoric of Election 2016.  We will look at the rhetoric of past Presidents alongside the rhetoric of those currently aspiring to the office.  The goal of the course is to provide a more sophisticated, and more useful, understanding of the persuasive techniques employed by high-profile candidates in contemporary American politics.
TEXTS: 
William M. Keith & Christian O. Lundberg.  The Essential Guide to Rhetoric.


Boston: Bedford/St Martin’s, 2008.

Various readings and videos on Carmen.

REQUIREMENTS:

· Course Project: Lead class discussion of a video rhetorical artifact.  Show a video (e.g., campaign speech, television commercial, media discussion) to the class and lead discussion of the rhetoric of the piece.

· Participation.  A portion of your grade (20%) will be based on your contributions to the classroom community as a whole, including preparation for and participation in class discussion.  Adequate preparation requires doing assigned reading carefully and raising issues and questions in a thoughtful and respectful way.  Participation also includes your contributions to effective group work, particularly the quantity and quality of your suggestions for revising and editing the work of others.  

· Attendance & Punctuality.  You are expected to attend each class session and to be on time.  Emergencies and illness do arise, of course, and missing a class or two during the quarter might be unavoidable.  You risk failing the course if you miss more than two classes or are consistently late to class.  
Academic Misconduct.  The University defines academic misconduct as any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to

1. Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student; 

2. Knowingly providing or receiving information during examinations such as course examinations and candidacy examinations; or the possession and/or use of unauthorized materials during those examinations; 

3. Knowingly providing or using unauthorized assistance in the laboratory, on field work, in scholarship or on a course assignment; 

4. Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas; 

5. Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course or academic requirement that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course or academic requirement without permission of the instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted or supervising authority for the academic requirement.

Disability Services: The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact ODS at 2-3307 to register for their services, and please let me know of any accommodations you might need for the course or the classroom.

FINAL GRADES: The course is graded S/U.  A Satisfactory grade requires successfully meeting all of the Course Requirements as indicated above.
